Cage truck used on the new Biller Bros. Circus to carry Prince Ki-Kor lion act. Robert Sams photo 
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Previous to this change of own- from her first 
ership, announcement had _ been At the same stand hoodlums took 
made that T. H. Davis would be in advantage of the activities at 
charge of the advance. Immedi- ., loading time, broke into one of the 
ately following the sale it was stat- circus wagons and stole seven large 
ed that Harry Cardova, who had_ glass globes with gl ships in- 
previously handled the advance, | side; a gr of china dolls in glass 
would again be in charge of that tubes; a 100-pound sack of pea- 
department a Se ae enn 
Among some of those engaged 
for the show, the following names 
were listed: Captain Costentenus, 
John Rixford, Mademoiselle Zaol 
and Warain Soto. The principal 
ring attractions were listed as 
Madame Dockrill, Dan Rice, An- 
toine Lerch and Fred Barclay. 
The show was to open at its 
winter home, (Geneva, N, Y.) and 
the date was set as April 20. Short- 
ly afterwards the date was chang- 
ed to April 25 and the show then 
swung into New York state, show- 
ing at Ithaca on the 26th, Wat- above “illustration from 1882 
kins, 27; Elmira, 28; Waverly, 30, Courier” 
and at Binghamton on May 1 
The weather proved favorable 
and the showed enjoyed good at- nuts, a suit of clothes and other 
tendance, yet the first week was Wearing apparel, Six boys were 
not to be a criterion for the mis arrested and most of the goods 
fortunes in store for the show, for recovered 
the Gcddess Jinx was hovering on At Cohoes on May 8th, Madame 
the show grounds. The first inci- Dockrill fell from foremost horse 
dent occurred at Albany, May 6, in her 4-horse act. The crowd 
when one of the elephants sicken- was aghast, and some shrieked at 
ed and died. what seemed to be inevitable trag- 
The following day at Troy, the edy, yet the hor miraculously 
showed enjoyed big business, but leaped over Madame Dockrill and 
as the circus was being loaded at she escaped injury. 
Green Island, opposite Troy, Fanny At Rochester, May 29-30, severe 
Cosley, who was exhibited as the rainstorms converted the lot into 
Zulu Giantress, took umbrage at 4 sea of mud. Only .two per- 
an insult offered by a New York formances were given during the 
Central railroad engineer, prompt- two-day stand to small audiences 
lv knocking him down with a blow The following day the show was; 


CIRCUS TENTS in O and HO Gauges 


A COMPLETE 3 ring circus tent with blue canvas, 4 mail tent poles, 
14 middle poles, 32 side poles, 4 American Flags. A beautiful main en- 
trance made from striped canvas—this extra-ordinary circus tent has 
all the seams machine sewn. Tent ropes are securely fastened to 
canvas. This CIRCUS tent is NOT A KIT but completely finished 
job. Takes only a few minutes to set up, and you have a_ beautiful 
addition to your model 

O gauge circus tent 40x16x814 price only 

HO gauge circus tent 23x10x6 price only 

Dressing Tent (Blue top, white sides) 23"x10” 

Horse Tent (White) 11’x24” See Da Win Wiotsisi bcs « 
Concession Tents (red white & ‘plue) 4” set of 3 tents ... 
Cook Tent (¢op blue, white sides) 12”x24’ 4 
OTHER SIZE CIRCUS TENTS “MADE TO ORDER” 


Bussa Model Railroads, pox 65 Friendship 1, ohio 
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at Brockport, but condition of the 
lot and incessant rain made it im- 
possible to set up. 

On June 5th, at Suspension 
Bridge, N. Y., the show was struck 
by a terrific rain-squall, which 
leveled the tents and badly slashed 
the canvas. Miany persons were 
injured in the blowdown and its 
attendant excitement, but none 
fatally. 

On June 6 and 7, the show was 
at Buffalo, but the afternoon per- 
formance of the 6th was omitted 
as it was impossible to mend the 
tents in time. 

On June 8, at Batavia, Dan Rice 
and his daughter left the show and 
returned to their home in Girard, 
Pa 

At lamanca, N. Y., June 22, 
Fanny Conley, the Zulu Giantress, 
was found dead in bed. James- 
town paper of June 25, 1883, had 
this to say: “Death of Fat Woman. 
Fanny Cosley, the fat woman with 
Nathan & Co.'s Cirous, was found 
dead in her bunk of the comzany’s 
sleeping car at Salamanca last 
week. Coroner Wilcox held an in- 
quest and from the evidence it ap- 
pears she had turned over on her 
face and suffocated, being unable 
to turn herself on account of her 
great weight. She was a Negro 
woman, aged 34 years. Actual 
weight 407 pounds. Her husband 
came from her home in Mansfield, 

», and the burial was held at 

amanca.” (In conjunction with 
this it might be stated that 
the advertised weight cf the wom- 
an was 597 pounds) 

On July 24th, at Portsmouth, 
Va., while the evening perform- 
ance was in progress and between 
four and five thousand people in 
attendance, a heavy storm arose 
wind getting under the tent and 
causing some poles to fall. An at- 

made to continue the 

The animals seem- 

sense impending danger and 

refused to stay in the 

ring despite the persuasion of the 

roreback rider. Madame _ Elisa 

Mockrill, while performing her fly- 

hurdle act, sprained the cords 

of her knee, incapacitating her for 
several weeks 

The wind increased in violence, 
caught the storm-battered canvas 
at the center pole and ripped it to 
the sidewall, bringing down with 
it more poles. A stampede for 
exits was started by some, when 


the shout of “fire” added 
confusion, 


to the 
The flapping ranvas 
had become ignited from ring 
lamps. Horror-stricken, ; people 
started rushing in all directions to 
escape flames which were spread- 
ing rapidly through the oil-impreg- 
nated canvas, and falling sparks 
set fire to straw near the rings. 
Hundreds of persons rushed 
through one side of the tent and 
in the darkness failed to see the 
five-foot ditch overgrown with 
briars. Men, women and children 
plunged headlong into this ravine, 
piling on top of each other. Many 
sustained broken legs or arms, 
bruises and scratches, but luckily 


no one was killed outright. 
for her 
re- 


Madame Dockrill left 
home in Fordham, N. Y., to 
cuperate 

On September 13, at Garrett, 
Kansas, the show was visited by a 
sheriff, who attached the proper- 


Next Page, Please 


NEW BILLER BROS, 


CIRCUS PHOTOS 


TWENTY 3%x5 VIEWS ONLY $3 


Built Like A Railroad Circus 
Most Unusual Motorized 
Circus Ever. 

Views of the new custom built 
wagons, open cages in menagerie, 
tents, animals, light plants and 
wagon, side show banners and 
bally, ticket wagon, baby bulls, 
mechanical department, $11,700.00 
cook house wagon, lithographs, 
new scoop lighting system on mid- 
way, horses, pole, canvas, stringer 
wagons marquee and many others. 

All pictures taken this spring 
while equipment was fresh. Every- 
thing artistically painted. 

FREE! A big sheet describing 
the photos in detail and complete 
information on this brand new 
circus. Don’t miss it! 

Money Back If Not Pleased. 
Order Today! Supply Limited. 
Just write “Biller Bros. Photos” 

on a scrap of paper and slip in 
envelote with your check, money 
order or three well wrapped one 
dollar bills. Your set will go out by 
return mail. Hurry! Time is short! 
ROBERT SAMS 
2745 Bush Boulevard, Ensley 
Birmingham 8, Alabama 
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the’ malicious report that 
would be unable to ride k 
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And in the same issue of the 
Clipper appeared a one-inch double 
column ad, reading: “Madame 
Elisa Dockrill is now at liberty to 
accept an engagement for the 
coming season. Also R. H. Dock- 
Till to act as equestri director 
Addre R. H. Doc 1, Valer 
Avenue, Fordham, New 
City.” 
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Colvin’s Great 
Jukes’ Automat Museum 
’s Pony Circus 
s Humpty - 


Menagerie 


Dumpty 


Fryer’s 
¢ Circus 
We quote, in part, the descrip- 
n given for each ofthese shows 

Colvin's Menagerie will be found 
extensive and exhaustive, contain- 
y beautiful and healthy 

of the commonest varie- 

mals, such as Lions, Ti-~ 

Elephants, Camels, etc., but 
many of the rarer kinds, among 
them several which have never 

afore been exhibited in the Unit- 
States. 
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Canine Actors and 
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PHOTOS—BARNUM & BAILEY, 
In Europe, list on request. Jake 
Posey, 549 North Maine St., Bald- 
win Park, Calif. 347 
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America’s Number One Girl Circus Fan 
Following Ringling Brothers-Barnum and 
Bailey’s “League of Nations on Tour” 
from Coast to Coast, tells her story of the 


Big Show in her New Book.... 


WE FELL IN LOVE 
WITH THE CIRCUS 


By Claire Hallard Fawcett 


A unique book, combining a vivid 2 - 
running narrative of fascinating With 121 Original 
experiences on the road, Pen Drawings by the 
sketches from life and camera re- author, and 130 half- 
cordings of the Sawdust World and tone engravings of 
Its People as they really are at photographs by Arth- 
work and play. No other volume ur F. and James Wal- 
like it ever has been brought to- do Fawcett, 

gether. 


Claire Fawcett has been devoted to the circus since childhood, 
She knows the Big One as no other “Outsider” does; goes 
each season where it goes and lives as it lives. 

The little people and the big people, the featured per- 
formers and the folk “out back” who keep the show moving 
by hard physical labor and generally are forgotten so long as 
everything runs smoothly—Claire is friends with them all. 

he makes them real in her story. 


CONTENTS: 
The Beginning of Our * These Also Serve 
ance Winter Quarters at Sara- 
Reality on Tour sote, 
* Girls and G and Girls * Sideshow People Even as 
All About Clowns C 
Children with the Big * Jeeping from Coast to 
Coast in Pursuit of our 
rs of the Circus Sky Lore 
is Animals Review- * Advice for the Circus 
Lorn 


Order from H. L. LINDQUIST PUB. 
4 West 46th Street New York 19 
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News and Activities of the 
CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Founded In 1939 
By Don Smith 


Harry M. Simpson 
OFFICERS 
Bette Leonard .. 
Maurice Alaire 
Walter Pietschmann 
Robert C. King Secretary 
William Green ... Election Comm 
PAST PRESIDENTS 
Don Smith 
Walter Tyson 
Arthur Stensvard 
John VanMatre 


. Editor 


. President 
Vice-Pres. 
Treas. 


ADDRESS UNKNOWN 

The following members have 
moved during past three months 
and left no forwarding address: 

Mrs, Evalyn Dech, 

Francis A, Yohe, 

Cel. Tim McCoy. 

Leroy Sweetland. 

Stephen Hlavenda. 

Harry A. Arnold. 

John Lynch 

Robert C. Boyer 

Arthur P. Gunther 

Paul W. Morgan. 

— 

CHS PHOTOS 
The two circ 
the Circus Hi 
their members 
foll The 
shows Polly 
Frank Morriss 


photograph 

y wife of 
taken on the 
Ringling Bros and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus -in 1946 . nega- 
tive was donated by Ken Amadon 
of Manchester, N. H. The second 
photograph shows thee Nellie Dut- 
ton riding trouve on the James 
M. Cole Circus in 1947 puTS 
tive was loaned by Dick Hemzhil 
of Hagerstc Md 

— Oo -— 

Walter L. Main and Murray L 
Guy were among the CHS mem- 
bers who attended the convention 
of the Circus Fans of American at 
Hagerstown, Md., last month and 
caught the John Pawling Great 
London Circus. 
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Bette and Fred Leonard caught 
the Stevens Bros. Circus at Chen- 
ey. Kansas, on April 27th 

a 


We regret to report that Henry 
Symons is seriously ill at the 

er ospital at Cabondale, Pa 
He is in room 17 


a 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert King, Clar- 
ence Shank, Don Howland. Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Conover, Fd _ Hill- 
house and Harr M. Simpson 
the Mills Circus open- 
Circleville, Ohio, on April 
16th. The day was cold but 
joyed the outstanding pr 
presented by Jack and Jake Mills. 


2ught 
ing at 


THANKS 

The publisher wishes to thank 
the following for items received: 
Ray Van Cleef, Dr Harrison Pow- 
ers, H. A. Sharkey, E. B. Me~ 
Cord, John L. Sullivan, Burns M 
Kattenberg, wm W. Moore, 
George Churchill, Bette Leonard, 
Chas. E. Davis, W. H. Woodcock, 
Dr. C. 8, Karland Frischkorn, G 
A. Greasby, Earl L. Strouse, Clar- 
ence Shank, Robert C. King, Jo- 
eph Fleming, Clyde Patterson, 
Richard Conover, Rev. Doc Wad- 
ell, Jack Mills, W. L. Montague, 
Harry Chipman, Raymond Moreau, 
Gus Taliaferro, Ed Hillhouse, J. 
A. Havirland. 


CIRCUS PHOTOS 


Postcard size, clear and sharp, in 


sets ONLY 
isfield. Ringling Bros., 
& Bailey, ranging from 
1942, 


Sparks Circus—8 sets 1927, 28 & 
30; Downie Bros., Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace, Robbin Bros., Cole Bros., 
Dailey Bros., Bailey Bros., Kelly- 
Miller, Col. Tim McCoy Wild West, 
Al G. Barnes, “Barnes-Sells-Floto 
& RB&BB” and Beatty-Russell 


I do not 
dividual 


Returnable if not sat- 
Barnum 
1930 to 


exchange sets or se!] in- 


pictures. 
EDDIE JACKSON 


Box 477, Macon, Ga. 
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of CFA 
- 0- _ 
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a picture of Hillhouse that almost 
covered t ire fr cage. Ed 
carves | U animals 
and has re t of publicity 
in the Ohio rfewspapers on his e 
WCrL 


Thr 
cus Historical ty hav be 
named directo Circus 
Fans of America. They are Charles 
B. Kistler, Robert C. King and Dr 
H. H. Conley. Dr. Conley is their 
retiring president 
ao Se 
Walter L. Main, dean 
owners, has returned 
a trip through the soutt 
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BeBe 8 

The Bonnaffons will 
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Circus Articles 


February "49 

NEWARK (N. J.) NEWS, 2-6-49 

“Hey Rube” by Roland E. Lind- 

bloom, 2-13-49 second installmen 
PIONBER, 2-26-4 ‘Jumbo 

Journal” by R (fiction) 


Newark, 


ircus book, “De “Olrco 
published in 1598. This t 
the original binding 
condition 


March ’49 

LOUISVILLE (KY.) COURIER- 
JOURNAL, 3-6 Story and 
pictures of “America” calliope 


Washington, D. C 
WAUKEE ‘(WISC.) JOURNAI 

Funniest Clown in History Gave 
Name to Profession” by Walte 
Monfried, story and illus. on Gri- 
maldi HOBBIES—"“The Cir- 
cus and Clowns” by A Morton 
Smith 


April '49 
POLICE GAZETTE—Four pic- 
tures of the Big One ‘ PHO- 
1CGRAPHY—"“Camera Under the 
Big Top” by John Strang, 10 illus 
color cover of Harry Dann 
HOBBIE “Circus and Collectc 
by A. Morton Smith 
Q@UIRE—“Bill it Like a Circu 
Lee Rogrow, four fine color 
ductions of old time lithos 
MUSCLE POWER—‘“My Friend Ar 
thur Saxon”, 
BOOK 


MIL- 


illus 


(fiction) 
CONDUCTOR— 
many illus. of the ‘ 
THIS WEEK, 4-3— 
y of Rudolo 
nd color cover 
‘Circus Gets Ready,” 9 
COLLIERS, 4-9, color cover 
Ballentine BILL- 
“Rags to Riches 
Mc or tor n 


“Sawdust Sp 
‘big one’ 
“Tiger 


of Bill 
BOARD, 4-16 
yainesville” by 


by Sam / tt 

COLUMBUS (OHIO) CITI- 

ZEN, 4-17—‘‘New Season and a New 

ginning Under the Big Top;” 

story and illus. of Mills Bros:Cir- 

cus me issue—Story and 

illus. on Walter Gossenz, former 

circus’ and minstrel star 
+ ae. 

at Barabo: 


CHS Convention , Wise. 


in 1949 





STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 
Management, etc., of the Hobby- 
Bandwag as required by an act 
of Cong gust 24, 1912; Hob 
by-Bandwagor shed mont 
at Camden 
Owr publisher, editor 
manager, Harry M. Simpson 
den, Ohie 
Mortgagee: None 
HARRY M 


Ohic 
and 
Cam- 


SIMPSON 
Publisher 
Subscribed and sworn before me 
this 8th day of. April, 1949 
LOUISE SIMPSON 
Notary Public 
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MY FIRST MINSTREL 
By John W Vogel 


There has been considerably 
written lately about old-time min- 
strel shows, but there is one of the 
old-time shows tl has not been 
mentioned. That is the first one I 
was ever connected with. The title 
of the show was Abrams & Vogel’s 
Big Jubilee Minstrels 

This show was organized in Sep- 
tember, 1877, at Chillicothe, O., my 
home town. I rehearsed the show 
in a hall over a colored fire engine 
house. We rehearsed about two 
weeks and finally concluded the 
show was ready to produce 


The company was composed of 


white and colored talent. As there 
was not enough white talent in 
the neighborhood to make up the 
show I was compelled to use some 
colored talent. Therefo I be- 
lieve I can take credit for being the 
first manager to introduce a 
double show composed of white 
and colored performers 

The principal endmen 
S. Cleveland and Geo 
The inside endmen were 
Fay, James Fay, Roe 
Charles Owsley. The 
were color yS & 
dancers 
Connor, Al ; 
and Ott Abram on W. Vogel 
czcucied the interlocutos’s chair 
The orchestra v composed of one 
musician, a violin player, Jim 
Branson, also colored 

The performance concisted of the 
usual first-part circle, and the 
first part lasted about two hours. 

The olio or secona part was 
made up of Negro acts, consisti 
of “Scenes in a Lunatic As 
“The Haunted Hotel,” “Raz 
“Hawkshaw ‘the 
Roe Wood and Cha 
a dancing specialty 
land did a monolog, and the Hon- 
ey Creek Quartet, composed of 


Snyder 


Vogel, Snyder, Connor and Wilson 
rendered some of the old planta- 
tion selections and were the out- 
standing hit of the show 

The enery consisted of two bed 
sheets strung on a wire from one 
side of the hall to the other, and 
it was “a grand scenic production.” 
We gave a concert in front of the 
theater before the performance 
Jim Branson played the violin and 
the quartet sang. As we had ad- 
vertised a grand free concert in 
front of the hall at 7:30 p. m,, 
there was a large gathering pres- 
ent to hear the concert. The en- 
tire company appeared in black- 

At that time prepared cork 

was an unknown hing, the 
boys picked u pop-bottle corks 
from the rear of the saloons and 
burned them and used them to 
black up with 

As conditions in Chillicothe at 

at time were not very good, I 

ided to make the prices in 
keeping with the times, so I made 
the prices for children 5 cents and 
for adults 10 cents. As Kresge and 
Woolworth were unknown at that 
time, I also take credit for intro- 
ducing the 5-and-ten 

I am pleased to say we played to 

R. O. and the performance was 
pronounced by all present to be 
the best that had ev been ¢ 
in the hall. I guess that was th 
only one ever given in the hall 

After I saw the number of veople 
in the hall I concluded to give the 
boys a big blowout after the show 
When the performance was over 
and the audience had dispersed I, 
being eager to know how much 
money we had played to, found the 
man sold the tickets and 
quired of him how much 
he had taken in. To my 
prise he said we played 

I was dumfounded and ask- 

ed how all the people got in. He 
said they told him they were the 
members and families of the vol- 
unteer fire department and he 
passed them in free. So there was 
no banquet 

Strange to say, every boy that 
took part in that show made his 
mark in the show business. W. S 
(Billy) Cleveland owned three of 
the biggest minstrel shows on the 
road, two white and one red 
W. P. Fay was the general agent 
of Weber & Field’s Variety Show 
when they in their pri 
ter, Fay wa 


that 
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urer and one of the stozkholders 
cf the Brooklyn Billposting Com- 
pany. Billy Connor played the 
part of Spike Hennessey in Litt & 
Lavis’ “Stowaway.” James Fay 
was on the advertising staff of al! 
the big circuses. George Fisher 
was general agent of Barlow & 
Wilson's Minstrels. Billy =mnyder 
played the part of Still Bill with 

. C. Lewis’ “Si Plunkard” Com- 
eee also played flute and _pic- 
‘colo in the band and orchestra. Al 
Wilson was manager of Huber’s 
‘Museum on 14th street, New York 
City. Roe Wood went tc Austra- 
lia with Hicks & Sawyers Colored 
Minstrels. Charles Owsley went to 
Eurese and was one of the danc- 
ing sensations in the big music 
halls. Ott Abrams owned a bar- 
ber shop in Columbus, O. 

Abrams & Vegel’s Big Jubilee 
Minstrels opened and closed on the 
game night. John W. Vogel is the 
only living member of this com- 
pany. 

SECOND OPENING 

‘Claire Fawcett has recently com- 
pleted a book entitled “We Fell In 
Love with the Circus.” The end 
product of Miss Fawcett’s sincere 
endeavor is an entertaining piece 
cf writing and photography that 
each and every circus fan will en- 
joy reading and admiring for the 

elcze-ups that it gives him of many 
c! the artists that he has read 
about, known and seen work. 

When it comes to clowns and 
clowning and their resvective 
make-uctis there are some excellent 
close-ups which will satisfy your 
mind as to some of your opinions 
regarding the work of some of 
those gentlemen that live in the 
alley. Some several shots of Lou 
Jacobs will expain his emphasized 
success because he is the true ar- 
tist as so deftly described by those 
photes of him posing in panto- 
mime par excellent. 

Jimmy Armstrong, Paul Jung, 
Ernie Burch and Clayton Chase 
are there also to demonstrate to 


the reader just why clown white . 


is still one of Stein’s big items. 
Miss Fawcett and her family, 
consisting of two additional photo 
taking male members, were fas- 
cinated by the circus and _ this 
story of hers regarding the man- 
nerism that it has affected them 
: is one for every circus fan to take 
a special note of. 


This exslanation of that vacci- 
nation that they revealed that kept 
that yen for circus fascination in 
their blood, so to speak, is also ex- 
plained by the capacity houses 
that the show gets to play to. The 
press ahead have got an awful lot 
tc de with the amount of vaccine 
that the folks receive but the 
thing itself, that they’ve been 
made anxicus to see is real too and 
can be proven by the fact that the 
show oftens plays over the same 
territory each season and _ the 
capanity house play a return en- 
gagement. 

Sometime, however, plaving over 
virgin territcry will be responsible 
for a show getting consistent good 
houses. Back in the 80’s when 
Thecdcre Long (that everybody 
called Thee, not Ted) was working 
ahead of the Charlie Bartine Show 
they got inte some new territory 
and the sellouts were regular. Ed 
Long, Thee’s brother, was the ring- 
master on the show then and 
when the old man would see them 
sitting cn the straw at each and 
every performance, he’d say to Ed, 
“Listen, Thee’s a damned good 
agent.” 

‘Circus fans will enjoy Miss Faw~- 
cett’s eager delight in transferring 
to paper the sensation she receiv- 
ed when the bug bit her because it 
may partially explain the manner- 
ism in which the bug acts when 
it bites folks, They should have a 
copy of this work of Claire Hallard 
Faweett’s too, in their resnective 
libraries because biting them per- 
sonally might just be next on the 
pugs program, who knows.—Mac 

—o—_—- 

A new C. H. §. roster is in the 
making and to insure your name 
being listed in the roster, check 
your address on the Bandwagon 
and check your membership cards 
in regards to your dues. Mr. King’s 
address is 1117 Main street, Rich- 
mond, Ind. 

—— ; eee 
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